
 

 

MAG-NETO 
Newsletter of the  

Mid Sussex British Motorcycle Club 

 

February 2014                                        Issue 183 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A bikers dream!!!! 



 

 

 

 
 
The John Dymock cup awarded to Pete and Rose, by Ruth Dymock, 

for their hard work in organising Club Barbeque. Well Done, well 

deserved  

 



 

 

 

 
 
Eileen Pitts awarding John Pitts Silver Salver to Roger Dillan for his 

continued hard work organising the French Trip.  

 



 

 

 
Forthcoming events for your diary.. 

 

 

23rd February         Pet Food run 

30th March             Ardingly Classic Bike show and Jumble 

13th April               Pioneer run London to Brighton 

27th April       Newhaven Fort Charity Bike Show (re Littlehampton Club) 

4th May                  Amberly Classic Bike Show 

26/27th July           Ringmer Steam Show  

12/14thSeptember Goodwood Revival 

21st September     Bulldog Annual Charity Run (re Littlehampton Club) 

 

Kempton Park dates 

 

22nd March  

24th May 

26th July 

20th September 

25th October 

 

Newsflash…Mallory Park Festival of 1000 Bikes cancelled for this year 

 

Other events will be published in next issue 
 

Dear MSBMC 

 

My name is Tim Brooks and I am involved in running Brighton Scooter Club. 

 

We have been approached by a well known company to provide props for an event 

they are holding in Brighton in May 2014 with a Mods and Rockers themed display.  

 

Our club will be providing the scooters/Mods. We anticipate they need 5 of each type 

of machine for 2-4 hours during an evening in May (date to be confirmed). We will be 

negotiating a fee for this (suggested £50 per two wheeler/rider). If your club would be 

interested in providing the bikes/Rocker element please send me a return message at 

timbrooks1@btinternet.com and I will provide contact details for you to negotiate 

with them directly. 

 

Hope to hear from you in due course and ride safe. 

 

Kind regards, 

Tim Brooks 

 



 

 

We are an up and coming motorcycle equipment retailer based in the North East of 

England, and we are trying to immerse ourselves into the heart of the motorcyclist 

community by partnering with well-established and respected clubs such as yours. We 

would like to offer your members an introductory 20% discount to shop on our 

website. This discount code applies to absolutely any product you like, but must be 

used before 31.03.14 for it to be valid. In return, all we’d like is for you to feature us 

on your website. If this is something that would interest you, please let me know and 

I’ll create an exclusive discount code for your members right away. 

Also, remember to follow us on Twitter and Facebook as we will be running regular 

competitions and giveaways. 

Thanks and hope to hear from you soon. 

 
 

 

 
Richard Uphams Norton ..story follows in chairman’s chat 

Daniel Clark 

Sales and Marketing Executive 
 

 

Motorcycle Hut Email: info@motorcyclehut.co.uk 

Unit 10 Tele: +44 (0)191 491 1051 

Hadrians Court Mobile: +44 (0)75 1588 9638 

Team Valley Website: www.motorcyclehut.co.uk 

Tyne & Wear Facebook= www.facebook.com/motorcyclehut 

NE11 0XW Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/motorcyclehut 

   



 

 

 

Chairman’s chat 
 

Happy New year everyone. I hope you all had a brilliant Christmas and a superb New 

Year. I am pleased to say that everyone enjoyed a wonderful evening at the Hassocks 

when we had our annual Christmas dinner. We managed to raise about £160.00 on the 

raffle. Thank you to everyone who contributed raffle prizes and to those of you who 

came along and made it such a great evening. We had a surprise guest at the dinner 

who had travelled almost 9,000 miles to be there. Those of you who have been 

members for many years may remember a member called Chris Hamlin who used to 

ride a very pretty Noriel before he moved out to the Philippines to live. Chris enjoyed 

his evening catching up with some old friends. It was great to see him again after 

many years and he had barely changed at all. !! 

 

The Toy run held on the 1st December was extremely well supported and the Crawley 

Lions who organise the event were blown away by the generosity of all those who 

took part. There must have been close on two hundred bikes with many of the riders 

wearing costume. It certainly got the festive season off to a great start! I have heard 

from two of the organisers recently, reporting on the children’s Christmas Party. 

Apparently they had almost 150 children who enjoyed a wonderful afternoon of fun 

including presents. Some of their parents were in tears at the generosity of all 

involved. It’s clearly a very worthwhile event to be involved with, I hope even mire 

can join in next time. 

 

Despite all the dreadful weather over the Christmas period, Boxing Day dawned a 

bright and sunny morning, which encouraged quite a large number of you out on your 

bikes to meet with the VMCC at The Plough in Plumpton. We all had a good chat 

whilst looking over all the bikes in the car park. We even managed to get home before 

the rain started again! It was a good job Lynne and I managed to ride out on Boxing 

Day because the weather on New Year’s Day was so awful we didn’t bother to get out 

of bed until midday! 

Unfortunately that’s pretty much how the weathers been ever since. My bikes have 

barely been out of the barn at all this January, I’m just hoping that the weather 

improves soon so that I can do some serious riding. It’s the greatest form of relaxation 

I know for the stresses and strains of life. Nothing brings a smile to my face quite like 

riding my bike. 

 

There a few events coming up in the next couple of months- first is the Pet Food run 

on the 23rd February, where we meet at the Castle Inn at Bramber for 10am. Please 

come along and support this worthy cause as the RSPCA seem to have even more 

abandoned animals to deal with than ever before. Ardingly Classic Bike Show is on 

Sunday 30th March, so don’t forget to send in your registration form if you want to 

show your beloved motorcycle. 

 

The 75th running of the Pioneer run will take place on Sunday April 13th weather 

permitting. If you remember last years was cancelled due to the snow! This year is 

rather special as the surviving motorcycles from the very first Pioneer Run will be 

leading the event so that may mean a slightly earlier start at Handcross than usual if 

we want to see those early machines. Also please remember to book in for the 



 

 

Newhaven Fort Charity Bike Show on Sunday 27th April. Application forms are  

available for download from the Sussex British Motorcycle Owners Club website. If 

you haven’t been before it’s a very good show and the fort is really worth a look 

round. The weather has usually been pretty good to us as well. 

Clive Etherington has also offered our members the opportunity to go with the Sussex 

British Motorcycle Club to the Shepton Mallet VMCC Auto jumble on March 1st. 

They have a minibus going and they have a couple of empty seats if anyone is 

interested. 

 

Lastly you would have noticed the photo on the previous pages of Richard Upham’s 

motorcyle, I have received a letter from Richard Upham’s son and first wife. They 

have sent us a copy of his Funeral service. His son Robbie is hoping to come over 

from New Zealand later in the year to sort our Richard’s property in Portslade. As far 

as we know Richard’s lock up, where he used to run his bike restoration business Ace 

Enterprises, is still welded shut and will need some serious sorting out! His family 

have also asked if we have any photos of Richard that they could have as they know 

little about Richard’s life in the UK. Richard was a super guy and a very keen 

motorcyclist. It is very sad to think that he was only 61 years old when he died. When 

we knew him in the club, he was such a terrific character, quiet but a bit of a rebel. 

When he and Pip went overseas to work they did their best to improve the lives of all 

the locals that they could. They both had a zest for life and the desire to travel 

extensively. 

 

Thankfully they were able to enjoy their lives wherever they happened to be in the 

world. They were in the process of sorting out their future home for when they retired 

when Pip became ill. All that work and planning for a retirement that neither of them 

got to enjoy. I think that shows us all that you need to enjoy life while you can. I’m so 

glad that Richard and Pip managed to do that, it just wasn’t for long enough. 

Please take extra care when you are out on your bike, Keith had a couple of lucky 

escapes last year as you can see from the front cover of our last magazine! Let’s hope 

that we get some decent weather soon.  The Committee will be meeting shortly to 

discuss our Runs List for the year. If you have any that you would like to add please 

let us know. 

 

Kind regards, 

Dave 



 

 

 
 

Richard Upham  
 



 

 

 


